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Issue #7, 2 April 2020

Road to Glasgow
Looking ahead to the UK's rst UN climate summit

Latest

Welcome to our newsletter - and yours!

At a meeting of the UN’s climate body (UNFCCC) yesterday evening it was decided to postpone
the Glasgow climate summit from November until next year. In a statement, Alok Sharma MP,
President-Designate for the summit, said “the world is currently facing an unprecedented global
challenge and countries are rightly focusing their efforts on saving lives and ghting COVID-19”.
Re ecting on the decision Patricia Espinosa, UN Climate Change Executive Secretary, presented
the restarting of economies after the coronavirus emergency has passed as a “chance to shape
the 21st century economy in ways that are clean, green, healthy, just, safe and more resilient”.
In this newsletter, we’ll bring you the reaction to the postponement as well as a hastily-prepared
blog answering the key questions on what next and what this decision means for the summit.
We’ll also continue to provide you with news and views in the run-up to next year’s summit. If you'd
like to propose an article or make any other suggestions, please get in touch info@eciu.net - and
please forward to anyone who you think might like to sign up (on our website)
Read the full UN (https://unfccc.int/news/cop26-postponed) and UK Government statements:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/cop26-postponement

Comment on the postponement of COP26:
Alok Sharma, COP26 President and
Secretary of State for Business, Energy
and Industrial Strategy
"The world is facing an unprecedented global
challenge & countries are rightly focusing on
https://mailchi.mp/73c88c423fb2/road-to-glasgow-edition-2570557

1/7

03/04/2020

Road to Glasgow - Edition 7

fighting #COVID19.
Due to this, #COP26 has been postponed. We
will continue working with partners to deliver the
ambition needed to tackle the climate crisis &
agree a new date."
Read more

Comment on the postponement of COP26:
Nicola Sturgeon, First Minister of Scotland
"A disappointing decision, but absolutely the right
one as we all focus on the fight against
#coronavirus.
We look forward to welcoming the world to
Glasgow in 2021 #COP26"
Read more

Comment on the postponement of COP26:
Adair Turner, Senior Fellow at the Institute
for New Economic Thinking
“Postponing this year’s UN climate summit is the
right decision for both the UK and countries
around the world struggling with the coronavirus
pandemic. This crisis has to be the priority, and
every effort must go to supporting people in the
frontline of coping with the virus.
“The pandemic will also reorder to an extent the
priorities for COP26, as alongside the UN climate
process countries will be devising stimulus
packages for economies hard-hit by the crisis.
Clearly, governments around the world have an
opportunity to craft support for a range of sectors,
from energy to industry and transport, that
promotes the transition to a low-carbon economy
that member states are already committed to.
“With low-carbon stimulus as a new priority for
COP26, it should be seen as an opportunity to
rebuild economies hit by coronavirus in ways that
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are healthier, more resilient to future shocks and
fairer to a wider range of people.”
Read more

Comment on the postponement of COP26:
Joanna Haigh, Emeritus Professor of
Atmospheric Physics, Imperial College
London
“The current pandemic has shown that concerted
international action, vital for protecting people’s
lives and livelihoods, is possible in the face of a
global threat.
“Our hearts go out to those suffering right now,
but with the postponement of COP26
governments must not lose sight of the ongoing
global crisis that is climate change, which also
threatens people’s way of life around the world.
Although the current suspension of much
economic life will lead to a temporary slowdown
in emissions, experience suggests levels will
bounce back without action to address them.
“Once countries are able to look beyond the
pandemic, therefore, a concerted international
effort to reduce emissions and prevent climate
catastrophe will be necessary, feasible and
urgent.”
Read more

Comment on the postponement of COP26:
Matthew Fell, CBI Chief UK Policy
Director
“Postponing COP26 is disappointing but
unavoidable. All efforts must be made to tackle
COVID19, save lives and protect livelihoods.
“But the climate crisis will not pause for this
health crisis. When the virus subsides, COP26
will be more important than ever to catalyse fast,
decisive action and build a sustainable, global
economy. The CBI will continue to work with
enterprise and government to demonstrate an
unflinching commitment to reaching net-zero.”
Read more

Comment on the postponement of COP26:
Camilla Toulmin, Senior Associate IIED
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“Postponing COP26, while disappointing, is
necessary in the face of a pandemic which is
devastating the lives of tens of thousands of
people around the world. It will give more time for
a better-considered UK Presidency, which
recognizes with a new urgency our close global
connections and need to work together with
neighbours, near and far.
“We must also remember that people in the least
developed countries are the most vulnerable and
least able to cope with the threats of both
coronavirus and climate change, and will need
help in the face of both of these threats.
“We should hope therefore that this breathing
space for COP26 can lead to a renewed
commitment to find the funds necessary for
building climate resilience across the world, longpromised to poorer counties by richer ones, and
that people and their leaders will have a new
appreciation of common futures and the
challenges which pull us together.”
Read more

Comment on the postponement of COP26:
Michael Grubb, Professor of International
Energy and Climate Change Policy, UCL
“Postponing COP26, while disappointing, is
necessary in the face of a pandemic which is
devastating the lives of tens of thousands of
people around the world. It will give more time for
a better-considered UK Presidency, which
recognizes with a new urgency our close global
connections and need to work together with
neighbours, near and far.
“We must also remember that people in the least
developed countries are the most vulnerable and
least able to cope with the threats of both
coronavirus and climate change, and will need
help in the face of both of these threats.
“We should hope therefore that this breathing
space for COP26 can lead to a renewed
commitment to find the funds necessary for
building climate resilience across the world, longpromised to poorer counties by richer ones, and
that people and their leaders will have a new
appreciation of common futures and the
challenges which pull us together.”
Read more

UK Agenda
Blog: Road to Glasgow gets a little longer
So, all roads in climate change still lead to
Glasgow… just not in November.
https://mailchi.mp/73c88c423fb2/road-to-glasgow-edition-2570557
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In truth, since the full scale of Covid-19’s impact
on Europe, East Asia and North America started
becoming clear, the decision to postpone this
year’s United Nations climate change summit into
next year has only been a matter of time.
The biggest problem isn’t the health risk of
assembling tens of thousands of people in a
crowded conference venue at a time of the year
when coronavirus may be making a wintertime
resurgence – although that is big enough.
Read more

In case you missed it

News roundup

The Guardian: Cop26 climate talks in Glasgow postponed until 2021
Reuters: Don't let coronavirus stall climate action, warns architect of Paris deal
ClimateHome News: Japan submits unchanged climate goals
ClimateHome News: Coronavirus slows developing nations’ plans to step up climate action
Eco-Business: South Korea announces ambitions to reach net zero by 2050
EDIE: Government presses forward with plan to align transport with net-zero target
BBC News: Coronavirus: Environmentalists warn of impact on environmental issues

ECIU Summit Stat

The amount developed countries
have committed to mobilise by
2020 to support nations
vulnerable to the effects of climate
change.

Infographic

A short(ish) history of the UN climate summits
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View infographic

Brie ng - ECIU

Brie ng - The Grantham Institutes

Glasgow Summit: The key asks

Climate Change FAQs

Carbon-cutting commitments, net zero pathways,
money, coal, forests and... more money

Climate change evidence and causes: Answers
to key questions

Learn more

Learn more

Join the conversation

Please use the hashtag #ClimateSummitUK
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Key dates

What's coming up?

23 Mar - 16 May – London Climate Change Festival (virtual)
April – Climate Assembly UK to report (Postponed new date TBC)
TBC (postponed) – UN climate convention – Intersessional (Bonn, Germany)
10-12 Jun – G7 Summit (virtual)
June to November – Season of Change – climate change arts and culture events around the UK
22-27 Jun – Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) (Kigali, Rwanda)
27 Jun - 05 July – London Climate Action Week
09 Sept – Committee on Climate Change publishes formal advice to Government on climate targets
14 Sept – EU-China Summit (Leipzig, Germany)
21-27 Sep – UN General Assembly / Climate Week (New York, USA)
TBC (postponed) – Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Summit (COP15) (Kunming, China)
21-22 Nov – G20 Summit (Riyadh, Saudi Arabia)
3 Nov – 2020 US presidential election
TBC 2021 - COP26 Glasgow Summit
This newsletter is as much yours as it is ours. So please tell us what events you're planning on the road to
Glasgow - clean business summits, seminars, Town Hall meetings, whatever it is. Email info@eciu.net
and we'll aim to include it in future newsletters, along with weblinks as you have them
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