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Governments meet once a year to negotiate a coordinated global response to climate change. 

This year is the 30th iteration of those meetings:  COP30

W H A T  I T  I S ,  W H A T  Y O U  S H O U L D  K N O W  +  W H Y  I T  M A T T E R S

W H A T  B I G  S T U F F  H A S  B E E N  A G R E E D  T O  D A T E ?

N A T I O N A L L Y  D E T E R M I N E D  C O N T R I B U T I O N s

W H A T  H A P P E N S  A T  A  C O P ?

Treaty has 198
‘Parties’ (nations)

Decision-making 
body is the COP

As a ‘Framework’, it relies on 
other treaties to deliver its goals

Puts the onus on 
developed countries to 

lead the way

To ‘prevent dangerous 
[human] interference with 

the climate system’

Success! The �rst time 

every nation pledges 

to constrain its

emissions

Nations to determine

their own pledges depending

on their individual circumstances 

and capabilities

COPs to highlight

successes and failures

— a global system of 

peer presure

Didn’t secure 

the universal support 

of all nations

In 2007, nations

agreed to pursue a 

new global regime

It set out legally-binding 

emission reduction targets 

for developed countries only

Nations agreed on the 

�rst of those speci�c 

treaties at COP3 in 

Kyoto

Second attempt at

a legally-binding 

global regime

Despite great 

expectations, talks

break down

Nations agree on trying

to limit average temperature 

increase to no more than 2°C

Rich nations pledge to

provide $100bn per year

to the poorest by 2020

Third attempt at a global 

regime to reduce 

greenhouse gas

emissions

WHY COP IS CALLED

‘CONFERENCE OF

THE PARTIES’

THIS MADE SOME

NATIONS UNHAPPY, 

E.G. THE U.S. PULLED

OUT IN 2001

AGREEMENT ALSO

STRUCK ON FINANCE, 

ADAPTATION AND 

MONITORING

MEASURES

THE US HAS ANNOUNCED ITS INTENTION

TO WITHDRAW, BUT BECAUSE THAT TAKES A YEAR,

IT REMAINS A PARTY UNTIL *JANUARY 2026*

BEFORE THE PARIS AGREEMENT WAS

 SIGNED, WE WERE ON TRACK

FOR 4°C BY 2100

FOR REDUCING EMISSIONS +

ADAPTING TO CLIMATE CHANGE

THIRD TIME LUCKY

That’s right — nations choose how ambitious their own pledges are. But there’s a catch…

The Paris Agreement expects each country to put forward its 

”highest possible ambition”  and to strengthen it through 

”progression over time” ,  ensuring that national e�orts keep 

ratcheting up until they collectively meet the global 

temperature goals.

COLLECTIVE 

PROGRESS IS 

ASSESSED 

EVERY 5 YEARS
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Since the  UNFCCC  treaty entered into force, a few COPs have stood out as particularly signi�cant:

The city that hosts COP usually splits the event into three components or zones:

As a truly global meeting, it’s not just government officials in attendance. They are joined under the same

roof by experts, international organisations, businesses and campaigners — all working to advance climate action.  

PA R I S  
AG R E E M E N T

UNITED NATIONS
2015

Aims to rapidly reduce greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions and achieve net zero

in the second half of this century

Nations to regularly update

the ambition of their 2030 carbon-

cutting pledges (called NDCs)

B LU E  ZO N E
International negotiations,  

meetings of political leaders

and ministers, accredited

officials, official events, civil 

society observers.

Official negotiations 

usually take place 

over two weeks.

The COP Presidency 

rotates among the five 

recognised UN regions.

The Presidency 

(host government) works 

closely with the UNFCCC + 

Parties to run the COP

O�en Parties act in 

‘blocs’ or groupings 

to strengthen their 

negotiating positions

The 197 Parties

to the UNFCCC

(196 nations

+ the EU)

UN agencies (e.g. UNDP), 

intergovernmental organisations 

(e.g. OECD), NGOs, faith-based 

organisations + others 

COPs have dedicated 

media spaces and 

conference rooms for 

press brie�ngs etc

Exhibitions, Indigenous peoples, youth and other

civil society groups, campaigning and side events

(Much more accessible than the blue zone.)

Events around the host city.

G R E E N  ZO N E

C I T Y  ZO N E

COP PRESIDENCY BLOCS

A L L I A N C E  O F  S M A L L  I S L A N D  S TAT E S  ( A O S I S ) L E A ST  D E V E LO P E D  CO U N T R I E S  ( L D C s )  G R O U P

MEDIAPARTIES / NATIONSOBSERVERS

GHGs

+1.3°C — Current heating

(Increasing by 0.27°C per decade)

‘Pursue e�orts to limit warming to 1.5°C’

‘Hold warming to well below 2°C’

Par is Agreement goals:

Current pledges

Heating of 2.6°C is still projected by 
2100 if Paris Agreement pledges are 
fully carried out (and if enabling 
policies are enacted and sustained).

+1°C

+0°C

+2°C

+3°C

+2.5°C

+1.5°C

+0.5°C

Nations’ current climate pledges are not enough 

to meet either of the Paris Agreement goals.

Limiting temperature rise to near 1.5°C could:

•  Reduce the number of people exposed to climate- 

    related risks by several hundred million by 2050 

•  Reduce pressures on food security and human health

•  Better protect small island states from sea-level rise

•  Cut extinction rates and preserve some coral reefs

•  Reduce the risk of irreversible ice sheet melt.

Aims to increase the ability of 

communities to adapt to adverse climate 

impacts and foster climate resilience

Strongly urges rich nations to fulfil 

pledges to support the poorest nations, 

jointly providing at least $100bn per year 

by 2020 and scaling up after

PARIS 
AGREEMENT

BY COP30

N E G O T I A T I N G  B L O C S

Not all nations pack diplomatic punch, so can choose to negotiate in larger blocs that share common political interests.

Negotiating as blocs can yield results. At COP21 in Paris, AOSIS’s tireless persistence over the years culminated with the 

inclusion of ‘loss and damage’ provisions (Article 8) and the 1.5°C temperature goal (Article 2) of the Paris Agreement.

 In practical terms, it ’s one that speeds up decarbonisation on the timescale set out by science and the

Paris Agreement, and where promises made to the poorest, most vulnerable nations are delivered in full . 

In Paris, COP21 was a success because the nations with most at stake said it was a success.

By John Lang Creative Commons

There are other blocs that team up during negotiations, too. They include:

UN FR AMEWORK 
CONVENTION ON
CLIMATE CHANGE

(UNFCCC)

1992

KYOTO 
PROTOCOL

COPENHAGEN
ACCORD

1997

2009

2015

PARIS 
AGREEMENT

NO FORMAL PART IN THE NEGOTIATIONS

BUT OFFER TRANSPARENCY TO, AND

PRESSURE FROM, WIDER SOCIETY

Large group of 

developing and 

middle income 

nations

Alliance of 54

African member 

nations, in order

to represent the 

interests of Africa

A group of 39 island and low-lying coastal developing states that are 

especially susceptible to climate impacts, most notably sea-level rise.

A 48-strong group of the world’s poorest nations that are already bearing 

the brunt of climate impacts, yet have done the least to cause the problem.

Bloc of 53 nations in 

the Americas, Africa, 

and Asia that wish to 

reconcile forest 

stewardship with 

development

Alliance of eight 

Latin American 

and Caribbean

nations

Brazil, South 

Africa, India and 

China (middle 

income nations)

Group of 22 Arab 

nations including 

Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi 

Arabia and UAE  

Coalition of rich 

nations which 

formed after the 

adoption of the 

Kyoto Protocol

2nd NDC SUBMISSION

3rd NDC SUBMISSION

4th NDC SUBMISSION

1st NDC SUBMISSION

W H A T  D O E S  A  S U C C E S S F U L  C O P  L O O K  L I K E ?

IMPORTANT!

TO STABILISE GLOBAL

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE & REDUCE

THE IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE

TO HELP MAKE FINANCE

FLOWS CONSISTENT WITH LOW

GHG EMISSION PATHWAYS 

 IN A MANNER THAT DOES NOT

THREATEN FOOD PRODUCTION 

AFRIC AN
GROUP

G7 7
+

CHINA

COA L I T I ON
FOR 

R A I N FOR EST
N AT I ON S

A I L AC BA SIC
AR AB 

G ROUP
UMBRELL A

G ROUP

WHEN THE IPCC SAYS THE

WORLD SHOULD BE AT NET ZERO

CO2 EMISSIONS TO HAVE AN EVENS

CHANCE OF HALTING GLOBAL

HEATING AT AROUND 1.5°C

PLEASE USE AND SHARE!

PA R I S  
AG R E E M E N T

UNITED NATIONS

2015

TO HALT HEATING AT NEAR THE 1.5°C

TEMPERATURE GOAL, EMISSIONS GLOBALLY

NEED TO REDUCE TO NET ZERO BY MID-CENTURY,

WITH WEALTHIER NATIONS GETTING THERE EARLIER 

2 0 5 0  —  ?  —  C O P 5 5

W H A T  D O E S  I T  S A Y ?

Since 2015, 198 nations have endorsed Paris; 192 have formally approved it  in domestic law.

F R O M  B A K U  ( C O P 2 9 )  T O  B E L É M  ( C O P 3 0 )

COP30 in Belém, Brazil marks the tenth anniversary of the Paris Agreement — a moment to turn pledges into practice 

through a ‘global mutirão’: a collective effort to heal the planet, renew ambition and deliver real-world transformation.

Baku reaffirmed the need for 

updated NDCs with full sector 

coverage, but resisted binding 

fossil-fuel phase-down language.

At Baku, Parties pushed forward

the WIM’s third review and included 

explicit recognition of significant 

finance gaps — but operational 

clarity is still lacking.

In Baku, Parties launched a

‘Baku to Belém Roadmap to $1.3tn ’ 

per year — noting that $300 billion

p.a is a floor, not full delivery.

Baku initiated a roadmap for 

scaling adaptation, with NAPs and 

adaptation committee review on 

the agenda — but gaps in finance 

and data persist.

CO2

C O P 2 8  —  D U B A I  —  2 0 2 3

C O P 2 7  —  S H A R M  E L - S H E I K H  —  2 0 2 2

K E Y  B E L É M  A S K S

COP30 builds on Baku’s call to ratchet up real action, marking the moment for countries to submit third-generation, 

carbon-cutting NDCs (NDC 3.0). Belém can turn these pledges — along with finance and fossil phase-down commitments 

— into measurable progress across all pillars of climate action: mitigation, adaptation, finance and loss & damage.

WIM = WARSAW INTERNATIONAL

MECHANISM FOR LOSS & DAMAGE 

NAP = NATIONAL

ADAPTATION PLANS 

FOSSIL FUEL–DEPENDENT AZERBAIJAN

DOWNPLAYED THE NEED TO TRANSITION AWAY

FROM FOSSIL FUELS, CONTRASTING THE COP28

‘BEGINNING OF THE END’ DECISION 

THE $300 BILLION REPRESENTS

AN INCREASED FLOOR FOR CLIMATE

FINANCE — UP FROM THE LONG-STANDING

(AND LONG-SUFFERING) $100 BILLION P.A.

LO S S  &  D A M AG E

C L I M AT E  F I N AC E

M I T I G AT I O N

A DA P TAT I O N

D E L I V E R I N G  O N  F I N A N C I A L  P R O M I S E S  TO  T H E  D E V E LO P I N G  W O R L D0 3

B U I L D I N G  A N  I N C LU S I V E  ‘ G LO B A L  M U T I R ÃO ’0 2

D E L I V E R I N G  F O R  N AT U R E  A N D  P EO P L E0 4

C LO S I N G  T H E  A M B I T I O N  G A P  W I T H  N E W,  U P G R A D E D  P L A N S0 1

THIS YEAR’S BIG DEADLINE

GLOBAL  
STOCKTAKE

#1

GLOBAL  
STOCKTAKE

#2

THE UN ESTIMATES RESTORATION FINANCE NEEDS TO QUADRUPLE

FROM 2022 LEVELS OF $64 BILLION TO $296 BILLION BY 2030

TO REACH GLOBAL RESTORATION TARGETS WHILE CONTRIBUTING

TO CLIMATE AND BIODIVERSITY GOALS (UNEP, 2024)

FOR THE FIRST TIME, CHINA HAS MADE A

NUMERICAL PLEDGE — AND EARLY COMMENTARY

SUGGEST IT COULD SUBSTANTIALLY OVERDELIVER

MANY DEVELOPING COUNTRIES HAVE MADE CLEAR THAT

STRONGER CLIMATE COMMITMENTS DEPEND ON RELIABLE FUNDING

FOR ADAPTATION, RESILIENCE AND LOSS & DAMAGE

THE LAST THREE COP HOST CITIES ALL PREVENTED PUBLIC PROTEST

All countries, especially G20 economies, should submit upgraded carbon-cutting NDCs. These should include measurable 2030 

and 2035 targets for renewables, efficiency and fossil fuel phase-down, along with clear roadmaps to help close the widening 

implementation gap. With solar capacity doubling in just three years ,  EV  sales surging to one-in-five new cars worldwide  and 

global clean energy investment rising to $2.2 trillion ,  the opportunity for enhanced ambition has never been clearer.

As of 13 October, over 60 countries have lodged 2035 pledges covering more than half of global emissions, with more 

indicating intention to submit in time, before COP kicks off. 

Announced recently, China’s first emissions target — a 7–10% cut from peak  — adds weight. Several recent analyses have indicated 

that China’s emissions are falling for the first time, alongside indications that its reliance on fossil fuels is starting to decline.

COP30 should use this diplomatic and real economy momentum to encourage

upgraded plans from every major emitter. 

The  Baku to Belém Roadmap  can turn climate finance promises into reality by converting headline pledges into disbursed, 

transparent and additional flows. Governments should meet and exceed the new $300 billion annual goal by 2030 ,  setting 

milestones toward the $1.3 trillion needed by 2035 through a mix of public, private and blended finance.

Baku’s deal to triple annual finance was a good start , but delivery is always the true test of trust . 

The Brazilian Presidency’s vision of a global mutirão calls for shared responsibility and 

practical solidarity  — uniting nations, cities, communities and companies in a collective effort .

COP30 should bridge global ambition and local delivery by empowering those driving change on 

the ground:  expanding energy access and energy security ,  creating sustainable jobs ,  and 

protecting the most climate-vulnerable .

The  mutirão approach links climate diplomacy to daily life — food, fairness and opportunity — 

making climate action tangible and inclusive. With civil society visible again in Belém ,  COP30 can 

show how cooperation and participation form the foundation of a truly global climate response.

Protecting nature is synonymous with climate action. As host of COP30, Brazil aims to make forests a cornerstone of global 

ambition — launching the Tropical Forest Forever Facility (TFFF) to turn that vision into reality and show that climate, nature and 

development are mutually reinforcing. If it succeeds, the TFFF could channel billions a year to tropical forest nations ,  with a 

portion given to Indigenous Peoples and local communities who play an outsized role in protecting global forests.

And with civil society visible again, Belém marks the return of people power to climate action.

COP30 RUNS FROM 10 - 21 NOVEMBER

M E C H A N I S M I M PA C TA M B I T I O N

R E WAR D I N G
P R OT EC T I O N

L I N K I N G
N AT U R E  &  T R A N S I T I O N

VA LU I N G
STA N D I N G  FO R E STS

Belém will see the launch of Brazil’s $25 billion 

Tropical Forest Forever Facility (TFFF) ,  a plan to give 

lasting financial value to keeping forests intact .  It 

aims to raise $125 billion over time, nearly tripling 

international finance for forests and positioning 

nature as essential climate ‘ infrastructure.’

Through its  Tropical Forest Investment Fund 

(TFIF) ,  the TFFF will use blended finance to 

generate steady returns while paying forest 

nations reliable, results-based income. At least 

20% of funds will go directly to Indigenous 

Peoples and local communities .

The TFFF channels investment away from fossil fuels 

and deforestation-linked activities, supporting the 

clean energy transition. By embedding forest 

protection within new NDCs, COP30 can show that 

nature-based solutions are central to mitigation, 

adaptation and climate justice.

CO N N E C T I N G  C L I M AT E  
TO  P E O P L E ’ S  L I V E D  

R E A L I T I E S

ACC E L E R AT I N G  
I M P L E M E N TAT I O N  

A C C E L E R AT I N G  
I M P L E M E N TAT I O N  

A L I G N I N G  F I N A N C E  
W I T H  PA R I S  G O A L S B R I D G I N G  T H E  F I N A N C I N G  G A P

B E L É M ,  PA R A

F I N A N C E  F LO W I N G  AT 
S P E E D  &  S C A L E

B A K U  L A U N C H E S  R O A D M A P

R E I N FO R C I N G  
M U LT I L AT E R A L I S M

COP30 aims to rebuild trust and cooperation under the 

UNFCCC. With the US stepping back, many (including 

China, Brazil and the EU) are urging negotiators to 

strengthen the multilateral system that has driven 

progress since Paris — and ensuring delivery on past 

promises, not simply creating new ones.

At COP29, countries adopted the Baku–Belém 

Roadmap, anchored in the New Collective 

Quantified Goal (NCQG) on climate finance. It 

aims to mobilise  $1.3 trillion annually by 2035 , 

with developed countries leading on a $300 

billion  per year  floor for developing nations. Guided jointly by Azerbaijan and Brazil , the process 

will define milestones toward 2035, with demonstrable 

progress expected to be showcased at COP30 .

The real test will be turning commitments into cash flow  — getting 

climate finance to developing countries quickly and at scale. Doing so could 

help rebuild trust between developed and developing nations in the COP process.

The Roadmap advances Article 2.1(c) of the Paris 

Agreement  — aligning global finance with 

low-emission, climate-resilient pathways. It calls 

for major reforms in multilateral development 

banks, credit systems and private capital markets 

to direct funds where they’re needed most.

To scale investment, the Roadmap promotes a mix of 

public and private instruments — from guarantees 

to debt swaps to carbon markets. 

It emphasises affordable, non-debt-creating 

finance, particularly for adaptation and 

vulnerable economies.

The Brazilian Presidency stresses that climate policy 

must resonate in people’s real lives, linking ambition to 

poverty reduction, equity and sustainable development . 

Success will depend on making climate action visible in 

everyday experience  — through adaptation, resilience 

and just-transition outcomes.

With Dubai’s (COP28) call to triple

renewables, double efficiency and transition 

away from fossil fuels, the task now is more 

action on implementation  — scaling finance, 

accelerating clean energy delivery and 

embedding just transition policies.

C L E A N  E N E R G YF O S S I L  F U E L S

C H A N G I N G  L A N E S :  G LO B A L  E N E R G Y  I N V E S T M E N T  ( 2 0 1 5  v s  2 0 2 5 )

IN 2015 IN 2025
Source: IEA (2025)
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$1 trillion
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$2 trillion

THE UK BECAME PART

OF THIS GROUP AFTER

LEAVING THE EU


